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1. Greeting Word
1.1. By the Secretary General and PGA

Dear Delegates, Chairs, and Participants of HUMUNITED2021,

a�er one year at home, it feels, to almost everyone, like our daily lives have come to an infinite
sameness as if we had to follow the same journey every day. Our routines have become repetitive and
new experiences are a distant idea hidden inside our memories.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, we realized that our compromise with the Humboldt students
was more than just organizing a conference, especially in hard times like these. Over the last 7 years,
we have recognized that HUMUNITED was never an ordinary MUN Conference that takes place every
year.

HUMUNITED is a feeling, a wonderful experience that is almost indescribable since it has a different
meaning for more than a thousand students that have already participated in our event.

HUMUNITED is an independent idea, apart from its format, its organizers, or its committees, that will
keep growing over the next generations.

HUMUNITED is a journey in which the most important high school project from our lives can also
influence our future careers and university decisions.

In one of the delegates’ application forms we received, there was a very remarkable sentence which
said: “Life is a learning path”. A�er a long quarantine, we realized that life is not a permanent journey
with a determined goal, but a learning path in which challenges and events bring us special
knowledge and make us stronger, enabling us to persist along the way.

Similarly, HUMUNITED has always been a learning path, enabling us to improve our English,
communication, leadership, and debating skills, but also allowing its own members to change it,
improving and adapting it to its participants. With a huge tradition and an amazing 7-year history, we
realized that, as said by Martin Luther King, Jr. "We are not makers of history. We are made by history."

Bearing in mind that innovation and challenges would be a great possibility to unite ourselves during
such difficult times, we decided to make a bigger conference than the ones before the pandemic. With
more than 170 delegates, 9 committees, and students from 12 different schools, including other
countries such as Mexico and Argentina, our event has more participants than ever.
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Additionally, we would like to point out that this conference would not have been possible without
our incredible Organizing Team. We are truly grateful for all your work, and we are extremely proud to
have you as part of this year's team.

Thus, it is with great satisfaction that we welcome you to our sixth edition of HUMUNITED. We are
looking forward to seeing all of you, and we hope that you enjoy HUMUNITED2021 as much as we
always do.

Best wishes,

Thomás Danelon
President of the General Assembly

Nicole vom Bauer
Secretary-General

1.2. By the chairs

Dear delegates,

We are Sebastian Lindenhayn and Thomás Danelon, both Abitur students at Colégio Humboldt, and
we are thrilled to welcome you to this year’s HUMUNITED!

As we all know, MUN conferences are always a great way to develop your diplomatic skills and general
knowledge of the world, as well as a great platform to meet new people and make new friends. This is
especially important this year since we are all tired of staying home and miss having daily interactions.

Bearing this in mind, we wanted to make something fun and challenging at the same time that would
cheer you up in such hard times. That's why we came up with the idea of introducing a Crisis
Committee in HUMUNITED2021. This concept is probably new to most of you as it’s the first time that
our conference hosts such a committee, and we are extremely honored to be the first chairs to
organize it.

Furthermore, the procedures and topics will be quite different from what everyone is used to, but we
are going to give our best to make you feel comfortable and ensure that everyone has a memorable
and pleasant experience.

We would also like to remind you that our main goal in this council is to have fun and try different
things! We are hopeful that our three days together will be exciting and will make all of us forget our
repetitive and tiring routines at home.
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We are looking forward to seeing you all debating in our council very soon, and we are surely going to
learn a lot together! Also, we wish you all the best in preparing yourselves for this year’s HUMUNITED!
Please feel free to contact us in case of any doubt!

Cheers!

Sebastian Myers Lindenhayn
Chair of the GA-ECC
sebastian.lindenhayn@aluno.humboldt.com.br
+55 11 9 7670-8440

Thomás Furtado Danelon
Chair of the GA-ECC
thomas.danelon@aluno.humboldt.com.br
+55 11 9 8409-3796
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2. Emergency Crisis Committee

The “General Assembly - Emerging Crisis Committee” is an extraordinary emergency session of the
General Assembly that aims to debate a specific global crisis. Especially in this committee, the
delegates will have to face not one, but different crises, which will emerge during the conference.

The main crisis is going to be presented in this Background Guide, which will lead the debate and will
summon all nations to join the General Assembly. Apart from that, other crises will be constantly
developed during the conference, challenging the delegates and creating different conflicts.

Furthermore, some possible crisis topics will be briefly explained in this document to guide some of
your research. Not every presented topic will come up as a crisis and other important international
matters could also be used.

Therefore, the delegate should be well-prepared and understand its country’s position to its roots
since it will have to improvise a lot. A�er presenting a crisis to the Committee, the Chairs will give
around 10 and 15 minutes for the delegates to research important information related to the topic.

The rules of procedure are going to be the same ones as presented in the Handbook, with some
adaptations for the GA-ECC. The delegates should be prepared for some changes in the Resolution,
Position Paper, and Opening Speeches. These changes will also be explained in this document.

Lastly, knowing well how your country would act in different situations and its position on different
international matters is the key factor in this committee. For instance, if a crisis presents the USA as the
responsible for an attack, the delegate of the USA has to find a good solution and well-explained
reasons, in order to defend its position and justify the attack.

@HUMUNITED2021
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3. United Nations General Assembly

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA or GA) is one of the six principal organs of the United
Nations and is the main deliberative, policy-making, and representative organ of the UN.

The first General Assembly meeting was held on January 10th, 1946 in the Methodist Central Hall in
London, in which representatives of 51 nations participated. In 1962, it moved to the permanent
Headquarters of the United Nations in New York City, where the General Assembly still has its annual
sessions.

To date, the General Assembly is formed by all 193 UN member states and each state has the right to
one vote, making it the only universally representative body of the United Nations. Besides the
member states, there is also the Holy See and Palestine, who are considered observer states.

Furthermore, as established in the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly’s main
purpose is to discuss, debate, and make recommendations on subjects related to international peace
and security, such as disarmament, international law, human rights, and peaceful arbitration of
disputes between nations.

The General Assembly's main goal is to establish resolutions to address international crises. However,
the organ is also responsible for:

Controlling the UN budget and assessing the financial collaboration of member states;

Appointing the non-permanent members of the Security Council and other UN bodies;

Appointing the Secretary-General of the United Nations;

Receiving reports from other parts of the UN system.

A�er almost 60 years of existence, the United Nations General Assembly has passed many resolutions,
which have benefited the lives of millions of people throughout the world, such as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Millennium Declaration.
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4. Crises
4.1. Main Crisis

As aforementioned, this council does not have a fixed topic, as different crises will define the direction
the debates are going to take. However, the crises are all going to be related to an international
emergency, which is thoroughly explained in the following letter sent by the United Nations to all
countries present in this council, requesting their collaboration in order to solve this problem.

May 27th, 2021

OFFICIAL INVITATION - GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The General Assembly of the United Nations would like to summon the international community to
participate in an extraordinary session on the 9th, 10th, and 11th of June to discuss measures to
reassure International Cyber Security. This has become an urgent matter since the United Nations has
been attacked and blackmailed by a terrorist hacker group.

Unfortunately, the United Nations was not able to gather much information on the group. It is known
that they are a self-proclaimed terrorist group that goes under the name “NEO” and is financially
supported by an unknown government. Besides this, an official threat has been received, in which the
group exposed their main goal of creating international disorder, aiming to assume an important
international role. According to their threats, “this is just the beginning and all countries will sooner or
later be virtually attacked” and “much confidential information will be leaked”. International Cyber
Security needs to be reinforced in order to stop “NEO” and potentially other cyberattacks in the future.

Thus, the only way to ensure the safety and the proper functioning of the United Nations in the future
is through international cooperation. The future of international peace and collaboration depends on
this.

Sincerely,

Thomás Danelon

President of the General Assembly

@HUMUNITED2021
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4.2. Possible crisis topics

4.2.1. Israel and Palestine

A�er the creation of Israel in 1948 aiming to protect the Jewish population, most Palestinians objected
to this since it would result in territorial loss. One year before that, the UN voted for Palestine to be
split into Jewish and Arab states, with Jerusalem becoming an international city (a plan that was never
implemented by Arab leaders).

Tensions are o�en high between Israelis and Palestinians living in East Jerusalem, Gaza, and the West
Bank since Israel declared Jerusalem as its capital (which is recognized by some countries, such as the
USA), while the Palestinians declared East Jerusalem as its future capital.

The main conflict zone is the Gaza Strip, which is ruled by the Palestinian militant group Hamas. Israel
and Egypt control Gaza's borders to stop weapons from getting to Hamas, which has fought against
the Israeli army many times.

@HUMUNITED2021
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| Recent Developments

An Israeli court decided in October 2020 that Palestinian families living in Sheikh Jarrah, a
neighborhood in East Jerusalem, were to be evicted by May 2021 with their land handed over to
Jewish families. In February 2021, Palestinian families filed an appeal to the court demanding an end
to the forcible displacement of Palestinians.

In late April 2021, Palestinians began demonstrating in the streets of Jerusalem to protest the pending
evictions. A�er the court ruled in favor of the evictions in early May, the protests expanded with Israeli
police deploying force against demonstrators, using stun grenades and rubber bullets that le�
hundreds of Palestinians wounded.

On May 10, a�er consecutive days of violence throughout Jerusalem, Hamas launched hundreds of
rockets into Israeli territory. Israel responded with airstrikes against targets in Gaza, killing more than
twenty Palestinians. While claiming to target Hamas, Israel struck targets including residential
buildings and refugee and healthcare facilities.

Since the violence escalated in mid-May 2021, more than two hundred Palestinians and at least ten
Israelis have been killed so far, with hundreds more wounded.

The U.S., along with Egypt, Qatar, and several European nations, worked to convince Israel and Hamas
leaders to end their military campaigns. Peace talks have been taking place for more than 25 years, but
so far none was able to solve the conflict.

4.2.2. Coronavirus

As the biggest current crisis, SARS-CoV-2 was contracted by humans at one of Wuhan’s open-air “wet
markets”, where customers buy fresh meat and fish, including animals that are killed on the spot.

Nowadays, one year a�er OMS declared the pandemic, a total of more than 166 million people were
infected by the virus. As more than 4 million deaths were related to COVID-19, world leaders and
scientific companies are completely focused on developing and distributing vaccines to combat one
of the biggest crises in modern history.

Countries such as the USA, Russia, China, Germany, and India invested a lot in the development of
efficient ways to combat the pandemic and methods to reduce the spread of Covid-19, aiming to work
together with other countries and distribute as many vaccines as possible.

@HUMUNITED2021
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4.2.3. Brexit

A�er the referendum decision on June 23rd, 2016, the UK decided to officially sever ties with the
European Union, losing its economic and political alliance. This political movement was led by the
Independence Party and one of its main leaders, Nigel Farage. Their main argument was that the
restrictions imposed by the EU, hinder the UK to have a bigger economic growth and political
independence. Other matters such as border control and business rights were also a problem for the
Independence Party.

Otherwise, the Conservative Party was strongly in favor of remaining in the EU, arguing that it receives
business benefits by being able to participate in the single market system. Also, the influx of
immigrants is seen as helpful in developing an eager workforce. Moreover, they argue that being part
of the EU provides economic and cultural strength and an additional element of security.

A�er the official divorce deal was approved by the European Parliament on the 29th of January 2020,
the 11-month transition phase officially started on February 1st.

4.2.4. Suez Canal Obstruction

One of the world's largest container ships has become wedged across Egypt's Suez Canal, blocking
one of the world's busiest trade routes for 6 days. Dozens of other vessels could not continue their
trips and waited for rescue boats to free the 1,300-foot-long, 220,000-ton ship, which was knocked off
course by strong winds.
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The ship is a multinational concern (owned by a Japanese firm, operated by a Taiwanese shipper,
flagged in Panama, and operated by an Indian crew) and was bound for the port city of Rotterdam in
the Netherlands, from China.

About 12% of global trade goes through the Suez Canal, which connects the Mediterranean to the Red
Sea and provides the shortest sea link between Asia and Europe. More than 18,000 ships passed
through the waterway in 2020.

SCA (Suez Canal) chairman Admiral Osama Rabie also repeated his claim that the grounding cost his
agency and Egypt $1 billion, not including losses faced by owners of more than 400 ships. The
blockage held up around $400 million per hour in international trade, according to the German insurer
Allianz.

Legal battles have already begun. Japanese shipowner Shoei Kisen Kaisha Ltd., in order to limit
liability, filed suit against the ship’s Taiwan-based operator Evergreen Marine Corp. in the United
Kingdom’s High Court.
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4.2.5. Donbass Conflict

The eastern area of Ukraine, also known as Donbass, is currently going through one of the biggest
conflicts of the twenty-first century and is one of the most heavily militarized areas on Earth. Since
2014, this region has been the stage of a civil war and daily attacks, leaving more than 100,000 people
exposed and vulnerable.

The conflict began at the end of 2013, when the Ukrainian Government, led by former president Víktor
Yanukóvytch, rejected an association with the European Union in order to build stronger ties with
Russia. This decision resulted in a wave of popular protests in Kiev, followed by political instability,
which allowed pro-russian separatist groups (Luhansk People’s Republic and Donetsk People’s
Republic) to seize the provinces of Luhansk and Donetsk and declare them independent.

The Ukrainian military moved to take the region back, while the Kremlin backed and funded the rebel
groups. Both sides continue fighting almost daily since the outbreak of the conflict and the heaviest
price is paid by the thousands of civilians trapped in the crossfire. According to the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, more than 13,000 people have lost their lives and a
total of 1.6 million people had to be relocated.
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Besides this, the Kremlin also used the time of heavy political instability in Ukraine to invade and
annex the peninsula of Crimea. This created a huge turbulence in the international community, as
many countries condemned Russia for its actions.

4.2.6. Cyber Security

Throughout the last decades, the internet and other related technologies have completely
revolutionized the way the world works. However, the digital revolution opened grounds for new
dangers, especially cyber crimes.

A cyber crime is a crime launched by criminals, who use the internet to attack single or multiple
computers or networks. It can have many purposes, such as maliciously disabling computers, stealing
information, or using a breached computer as a launch point for other attacks.

In order to detain such cybercriminals, many countries, corporations and individuals have invested in
Cyber security. As the word already says, this is a practice of defending computers, servers, mobile
devices, electronic systems, networks, and data from cyber threats. Cyber security has played and will
play a key role in the near future, since more and more important data and information are being
digitally stored, and cyber threats are becoming more frequent. A report by RiskBased Security
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revealed that 7.9 billion records have been exposed by data breaches in the first nine months of 2019
alone.

There are three kinds of cyber threats. First of all, there is cybercrime, in which single actors or groups
target systems for financial gain or to cause disruption. Besides this, there are also cyber-attacks,
which o�en involve politically motivated information gathering. Lastly, there is cyberterrorism that is
intended to undermine electronic systems to cause panic or fear.

4.2.7. Venezuelan Crisis

The current situation in Venezuela is cause for serious concern. The protracted crisis in the country has
had a grave impact on the population, with high levels of political polarization, growing humanitarian
needs and serious human rights violations.

The Venezuelan Crisis can be divided into three categories: economic, political, and humanitarian
crisis.

| Economic Crisis

The economic crisis in Venezuela can be considered as the main reason for the entire situation that
the country is going through, since it resulted in hyperinflation, an economic depression, political
destabilization, shortages of basic goods and drastic increases in unemployment, poverty, diseases,
child mortality, malnutrition and crime.

The origin of such a crisis is the fact that the Venezuelan economy is extremely oil-dependent (2/3 of
the country's revenue comes from oil)  and consequently vulnerable to international oil prices.

The Venezuelan economy was growing from 2002 to 2008, when global oil prices peaked. However,
when the price of oil started to collapse in 2013, it drove the Venezuelan oil-dependent economy into
its downfall. In other words, the price of oil fell from $100 a barrel in 2014 to around $50 a barrel in
2017, meaning that Venezuela’s main source of income has been cut in half.
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This also led to a huge raise on the inflation rate. For instance, the International Monetary Fund
reported that the inflation rate hit 1.37 million per cent in 2018.

| Political Crisis

Since the economic crisis began in 2013, the political scenario in Venezuela has gotten more
complicated by the day. The Maduro administration has been losing popular support and protests are
taking place all over the country (in favour and against Maduro). In response, the government is
becoming more and more repressive and authoritarian, resulting in a crisis of international scale.

The whole situation started to collapse in the parliamentary elections of December 2015, when the
opposition won a large majority of seats in the National Assembly and in response, the Supreme Court
ruled that the entire National Assembly was in contempt and all decisions it made would be null.

Attempting to lighten the situation, Maduro established a National Constituent Assembly in 2017
through elections in which the opposition parties did not participate. The National Constituent
Assembly took over key functions of the legislative branch and undertook a process of constitutional
reform that remains inconclusive and is not recognized by the opposition parties.

In 2018, the incumbent President Nicolás Maduro was re-elected as president, however, the results of
that election were disputed, and were not validated by many members of the international
community, because of the way the election was called. The dispute came to a head in early 2019
when the National Assembly of Venezuela stated that the results of the election were invalid and
declared Juan Guaidó as the acting president.

Nowadays, the opposition has lost part of its strength, as Nicolás Maduro still occupies the
presidential seat and Juan Guaidó has lost political influence.

| Humanitarian Crisis

Nearly all 30 million Venezuelans have been struggling with hyperinflation and the collapse of real
salaries; shortages of food, medicine and basic supplies; the deterioration of health and education
services; and the deterioration of basic infrastructure, such as water, electricity, transport and urban
services. The humanitarian crisis has gotten even worse with the COVID-19 pandemic. The regional
humanitarian crisis is now the worst in the Western Hemisphere, with more than 5,4 million refugees
and migrants until  March 2021.

4.2.7. Nuclear Weapons
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The threat of a World War III that could possibly end humanity has been looming over the world ever
since the first atomic bomb was invented. A�er the USA developed and used the first atomic bomb in
1945, it was clear to the world  how dangerous and powerful these weapons actually were.

During the Cold War between the USA and the USSR, both world powers started stocking up nuclear
bombs, in order to see which country had the most powerful arsenal.

The American stockpile of nuclear weapons reached its peak in 1966, with more than 32,000 warheads
of 30 different types. The Soviet nuclear stockpile reached its peak of about 33,000 operational
warheads in 1988, with an additional 10,000 previously deployed warheads that had been retired but
had not been taken apart. Bearing in mind how dangerous these weapons are and acknowledging
that a nuclear war would end humanity, bilateral agreements have been settled between both
countries, such as the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT), in order for them to reduce their arsenals.

With time, more countries invested in nuclear warheads and nowadays nine countries possess nuclear
weapons. They are the United States, Russia, France, China, the United Kingdom, Pakistan, India and
North Korea. Israel is also generally understood to have nuclear weapons, even though they have
never comproved it.

In order to avoid the spread of nuclear weapons and promote progress in nuclear disarmament, a
number of other direct bilateral treaties and many multilateral treaties have also been established.
These include the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the Treaty Banning
Nuclear Weapon Tests In The Atmosphere, the Partial Test Ban Treaty (PTBT) and the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).

@HUMUNITED2021
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5. Peculiarities of the GA-ECC
5.1. Position Paper

The position paper in the GA-ECC should be related to our main topic: International Cyber Security. It
should contain some proposals and suggestions to solve the current hacker-crisis as well as each
countries’ position regarding the topic, following the structure proposed in the Handbook. The
Position Paper will be evaluated according to the chairs criteria and the best one will receive a “Best
Position Paper” award.

5.2. Opening Speech

Although it is a Crisis Committee, the delegates will have to make a short opening speech at the
beginning of the first session, as described in the handbook. The topic of the opening speech must be
International Cyber Security and the delegate must present what it’s country has done regarding this
matter. It should also mention the current crisis and state the country’s opinion regarding it .

5.3. Resolution

As the GA-ECC is mainly composed of crises, the only format that is going to be used is the crisis
resolution presented in the Handbook, which can be compared to a Working Paper.

Nonetheless, a bigger crisis resolution should be written regarding the main topic (International Cyber
Security) and different crisis resolutions will be developed for each one of the “smaller” crises.

Therefore, the writing process of the main crisis resolution will be constantly interrupted by different
crises. However, when such crises occur, the delegates must leave the main resolution aside and focus
on solving the crisis and writing it’s resolution. Whenever the crisis is solved, the delegates can go back
to writing the main resolution.

By the end of the conference, an International Cyber Security resolution and different resolutions for
each one of the crises are expected.
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