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A welcome message by the Secretary General and PGA 
 

 

 
Honorable delegates, 

 

Welcome everyone to the first edition of HUMUNITED ONLINE! We are thrilled to have              

you participating in your respective councils in order to discuss such a pressing issue in our                

current society, and are very thankful for your dedication and willingness to partake in a               

conference as special as this one. 

We had hoped to see you all in person at this years HUMUNITED, however, we had to adjust                  

and adapt to our current situation and, as the famous scientist Charles Darwin said: “It is not                 

the strongest or the most intelligent who will survive, but those who can best manage               

change.” And, as we all know, when the music changes, so does the dance. Hence, we put our                  

best efforts into making this event possible and are hopeful that our goal was achieved. 

Taking part in MUN conferences has allowed us to enlighten ourselves in many ways that are                

indescribable, and we are honored to provide all these feelings and experiences for you!              

Thus, we welcome you to your councils’ Background Guide, knowing how much thought             

your chairs put into doing their best for you to have more ways to deepen your knowledge in                  

this specific topic.  

We wholeheartedly believe that HUMUNITED brings such knowledge to those who           

participate in it and, therefore, we urge you to enjoy every second of it and truly make the                  

most of your time debating, researching, and allowing yourself to get to know a different               

perspective on the topic, as well as learning from those who are in your council. Getting to                 

have such an experience is truly something that changes your viewpoint on many subjects              

and that you hopefully keep seeking knowledge and change because it is honestly essential to               

humankind.  

 

Yours truly,  

Thomás Danelon 

Secretary General 

Isabella Mazanati 

President of the General Assembly 
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Chairs Greetings
 

Topic: Establishing safe private and public economic activity during a 
pandemic 

 
Dear delegates, 

 

We are Chiara Zarife and Enzo Assis, and we are going to be your Chairs in the first                  

edition of the HUMUNITED online. Even though the real Model United Nations Conference             

of 2020 at Colégio Humboldt could not take place this semester, thanks to our stunning               

Organizing Team, we are going to be able to take part in this mini version, where you are                  

going to debate topics related to our current situation in the economic and social scenario. We                

are greatly excited and thankful for everyone that chose to participate in this council and               

looking very forward to moderating and listening to each one of your cases, opinions, and               

matters, as well as having a great time while discussing this current topic. 

We are going through tough times that will definitely stay in history. The pandemic of               

the new coronavirus has changed our lives overnight, modifying the way we communicate,             

work, study, etc. Besides that, it also uncovers and deepens even more social and economic               

inequalities, making the gap between the wealthy and the underprivileged bigger. On a larger              

scale, it triggered a global economic crisis. For these reasons, the topic we are going to                

address in the debate is: Establishing safe private and public economic activity during a              

pandemic. 

We believe it is essential that all nations work together to establish comprehensive 

action plans for the matters that are going to be discussed. 

Bear in mind, that this is everyone's first time in an online conference, and making               

mistakes is more than okay. So we encourage you guys to be respectful to the other delegates,                 

especially those who are MUN first-timers. In case of any doubt or concerns, please don't               

hesitate in contacting us through our emails or WhatsApp. We will be more than happy to                

help. 

We hope you are all as excited as we are!  
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Sincerely, 

 

Chiara Zarife Baranowski 

Chair of the ECOSOC Council 

chiara.baranowski@aluno.humboldt.com.br 

 

Enzo Gabriel de Moura Assis 

Chair of the ECOSOC Council 

enzo.assis@aluno.humboldt.com.br   
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About the council 

Economic and Social Council
 

 
The Economic and Social Council is one of the six main organs of the UN and also                 

the United Nation's largest and most complex subsidiary body.  

It was established by the UN Charter in 1946 and holds one four-weeks session every               

year in July, and since 1998, it has also held an annual meeting in April with the finance                  

ministers heading key committees of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund             

(IMF).  

This council is responsible for the direction and coordination of the economic, social,              

humanitarian, and cultural activities carried out by the UN. The council was designed to be               

the UN’s main venue for the discussion of international economic and social issues.             

ECOSOC: 

● conducts studies;  

● formulates resolutions, recommendations, and conventions for consideration by the         

General Assembly;  

● promotes higher standards of living, full employment, and economic and social           

progress; 

● finds solutions of international economic, social, health and related problems, and           

international cultural and educational cooperation; 

● coordinates the activities of various UN organizations. 

Furthermore, most of the council's work is performed on topics such as human rights,              

narcotics, population, social development, statistics, the status of women and science and            

technology. The Economic and Social Council also oversees regional commission for           

Europe, Asia and the Pacific, Western Asia, Latin America, and Africa. Due to a decision               

@HUMUNITED2020 
5 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Monetary_Fund


made by the UN charter, ECOSOC is authorized to give NGOs, the nongovernmental             

organizations, a consultative status, which means that they can actively participate in the             

council's work. In this century more than 2,500 NGOs have been given this benefit  

The council's membership is composed of 54 members elected by the General            

Assembly for a three-year term. It is based on geographic representation; 14 seats are              

allocated to Africa, 11 to Asia, 6 to eastern Europe, 10 to Latin America and the Caribbean,                 

and 13 to western Europe and other areas. Different from the Security Council, the ECOSOC               

has no permanent members, however, countries can be reelected immediately, and that is             

what happens to the five permanent SC members, United States, United Kingdom, China,             

Russia, and France, due to the fact that they provide funding for most of the council's budget.  

 

 

Topic Overview
 

 

The year 2020 arrived with big surprises. Our world was inherently transformed by all              

the challenges that fell upon our population and every country can agree that, regarding every               

matter, good or bad, it was not an easy start for our decade.  

For sure, one of the paramount reasons for such difficulty in managing and securing              

our countries’ lives, material production and capital management was the appearance and            

spread of the Coronavirus, also known as:  COVID-19.  

What is known until now about its start is that on December , 2019, a hospital in           29th      

Wuhan, capital of Hubei, a province in China, admitted four people with pneumonia and              

acknowledged that the four had worked at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, a wet-type              

market. Some days later, on December , the Chinese government notified the World     31st        

Health Organization about 40 new cases of a new disease, but this disease had something               

different, its lethality did not matter as much as its contamination rate, that is, this new                
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coronavirus spreads with a speed out of control. On January , the first case of the virus          13th        

outside China, in Thailand, was confirmed, and on the of the same month, the virus had         20th         

already reached the American continent. 

The main symptoms of this virus are: fever, cough and fatigue, but these do not               

always occur and symptoms such as: shortness of breath, sore throat, loss of appetite,              

diarrhea, loss of smell and taste, were also reported. Furthermore, these symptoms can be              

aggravated if the patient already has some underlying disease such as: respiratory and heart              

conditions, diabetes, etc. According to research by French doctor Ramy Rahmé, 30% of             

infected people are asymptomatic, 55% have mild symptoms , 10% have severe symptoms             

and only 5% have critical symptoms.  

By the third month of the year, all the countries notified cases in their borders and for                 

that reason, on March the World Health Organization announced the COVID-19    11th         

outbreak as a pandemic. Subsequently, the world started a race for the virus vaccine. 

Since there are no vaccines or medicines to stop the disease, the best way to minimize                

the spread of the coronavirus is to delay it, with a more traditional method invented seven                

centuries ago, during the Black Death: quarantine. Quarantine is the restriction of activities or              

separation of people who were possibly exposed to a contagious disease, but who are not               

sick. However, quarantine is not the only method of keeping people separated, there is also               

social distancing, which is, avoiding crowds and close contact with people so that the virus is                

less likely to spread. 

Social distancing can also be expanded and in this case schools close, events are              

canceled, teleworking is encouraged, etc. However, essential services are maintained. When           

these measures are insufficient, the lockdown may be necessary. This action is an             

intervention applied to a community, a city or a region, with the objective of restricting the                

interaction between people and interrupting any activity for a short period of time, with the               

exception of basic activities such as buying groceries or medicines. 

Months ago, economists, politicians, journalists, and analysts classified "Brexit" or          

the Trade War between the United States of America and China as lethal potentials for the                

world economy. However, such concerns have lost meaning with the current situation, which             

has triggered a global economic crisis. According to the United Nations Conference on Trade              

and Development (UNCTAD), it is estimated that the new coronavirus pandemic will cost the              

@HUMUNITED2020 
7 



world 2 trillion dollars, which corresponds to almost 3% of the global Gross Domestic              

Product (GDP). 

As aforementioned, to contain the new virus pandemic, governments around the           

world have adopted measures of social distancing. Thus, the economy was almost completely             

paralyzed. This event is being called a "Great Shutdown or Great Lockdown". As a result,               

according to reports of the IMF (International Monetary Fund), the global economy will             

decline almost 3% in 2020, the largest recession since the crisis of 29, the Great Depression. 

 

 

In addition to that, the pandemic has caused major declines in stock exchanges. In the               

world, it is estimated that approximately 14 trillion dollars were lost in market value. Among               

the most affected stocks are those of airlines, tourism companies, technology and automobile             

sector, but with the melting of the markets, all sectors lost market value and started to review                 

the projections and results for the year. Therefore, central banks are reducing or cutting              

interest taxes with the aim of making loans cheaper and to encourage economic activity. 
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Furthermore, the commodities were also affected. According to the World Bank, the            

global economic shock of the COVID-19 pandemic has driven most commodity prices down             

and is expected to result in substantially lower prices over 2020. This happened mainly due to                

the reduction in Chinese commodity purchases that made international prices collapse in one             

of the most speculative markets in the world. 

With social isolation, businesses and service establishments had to close their doors            

and factories also stopped activities or modified the production to avoid crowding employees.             

Working from home, the population tends to consume less. Therefore, millions of people             

have lost their partial or full source of income and this also leads to surge in unemployment. 
The great modern pandemic desolated many people, who now struggle to establish            

themselves again in such difficult times. Income on both the private and public sectors has               

heavily modified and downgraded and thus, the importance of those businesses has been             

noted in the larger scope. These aspects reinforce the importance of this council whenever              

large scale economic and social crises happen. 

 It is for that rather worrisome issue that we, as a group of human beings that care                  

about the state of every nation across the globe and understand that society and economy               

function better when in equilibrium with the current times, shall seek solutions and find a               

way to bring the economic crisis we stumbled upon and forsake all bad times, turning them                

into greatness, all while ending the Coronavirus. Here, at the ECOSOC, we will resolve every               
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social and monetary challenge of all countries that seek to collaborate with others and assure               

a better future for all. 

 

Guiding Questions
 

1. What measures should be taken to minimize the impacts of the pandemic in the              

economy? 

2. How can countries resume economic activities during the pandemic without          

increasing the number of cases? 

3. Having other socio economic crises in mind, what actions taken in the past could be               

applied in this situation? 

4. Would monetary and fiscal stimulus be an useful tool? 

5. In which reasonable manner can more reestablished countries help others who were            

greatly affected or are still struggling with socio-economic issues because of the            

pandemic? 

6. How are current tariffs imposed on international trade affecting countries who rely            

upon imported goods during this situation? 

7. Which actions should be considered inherently not suitable for the betterment of the             

economy? 

8. Are there any achievable ways to benefit the economy of all countries present in the               

council, as well as taking care of the pandemic? 

 

Guiding Topics 

 
● Unemployment 

● Global Trade 

● E-commerce 

● Tariffs  

● Reopen Business 
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Further Reading 

 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/coronavirus-unemployment-jobs-work-impact-g7-
pandemic/ 

 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/mar/17/how-best-to-fight-the-economic-impact-
of-the-coronavirus-pandemic 
 
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/coronavirus/socio-economic-impact-of-covid-1
9.html 
 
https://theonebrief.com/covid-19-a-look-at-how-a-pandemic-can-affect-an-economy/ 
 
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-51706225 
 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-cost-economy-2020-un-trad
e-economics-pandemic/ 
 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/wto-financial-crisis-coronavirus-covid19-recessio
n-trade-global 
 
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/org6_e.htm 
 
https://www.google.com/search?q=coronavirus+chart+by+country&oq=coronavirus+chart+
&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j0l7.11739j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 
 
https://www.businessinsider.com/how-south-korea-controlled-its-coronavirus-outbreak-2020-
4 
 

Bibliografy
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https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52591262 
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https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/internacional/noticia/2020-03/veja-medidas-politicas-e-econ
omicas-de-paises-em-resposta-pandemia 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/23/most-commodity-prices-to-dro
p-in-2020-as-coronavirus-depresses-demand-and-disrupts-supply 
https://comoinvestir.thecap.com.br/impacto-coronavirus-na-economia-brasileira/ 
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