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1. Greeting Word
1.1. By the Secretary General and PGA

Dear Delegates, Chairs, and Participants of HUMUNITED2021,

a�er one year at home, it feels, to almost everyone, like our daily lives have come to an infinite
sameness as if we had to follow the same journey every day. Our routines have become repetitive and
new experiences are a distant idea hidden inside our memories.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, we realized that our compromise with the Humboldt students
was more than just organizing a conference, especially in hard times like these. Over the last 7 years,
we have recognized that HUMUNITED was never an ordinary MUN Conference that takes place every
year.

HUMUNITED is a feeling, a wonderful experience that is almost indescribable since it has a different
meaning for more than a thousand students that have already participated in our event.

HUMUNITED is an independent idea, apart from its format, its organizers, or its committees, that will
keep growing over the next generations.

HUMUNITED is a journey in which the most important high school project from our lives can also
influence our future careers and university decisions.

In one of the delegates’ application forms we received, there was a very remarkable sentence which
said: “Life is a learning path”. A�er a long quarantine, we realized that life is not a permanent journey
with a determined goal, but a learning path in which challenges and events bring us special
knowledge and make us stronger, enabling us to persist along the way.

Similarly, HUMUNITED has always been a learning path, enabling us to improve our English,
communication, leadership, and debating skills, but also allowing its own members to change it,
improving and adapting it to its participants. With a huge tradition and an amazing 7-year history, we
realized that, as said by Martin Luther King, Jr. "We are not makers of history. We are made by history."

Bearing in mind that innovation and challenges would be a great possibility to unite ourselves during
such difficult times, we decided to make a bigger conference than the ones before the pandemic. With
more than 170 delegates, 9 committees, and students from 12 different schools, including other
countries such as Mexico and Argentina, our event has more participants than ever.
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Additionally, we would like to point out that this conference would not have been possible without
our incredible Organizing Team. We are truly grateful for all your work and we are extremely proud to
have you as part of this year's team.

Thus, it is with great satisfaction that we welcome you to our sixth edition of HUMUNITED. We are
looking forward to seeing all of you, and we hope that you enjoy HUMUNITED2021 as much as we
always do.

Best wishes,

Thomás Danelon
President of the General Assembly

Nicole vom Bauer
Secretary-General

1.2. By the Chairs

“Health for All”

Dear Delegates,

We are pleased to welcome you to this year’s World Health Organisation during the HUMUNITED
Conference 2021.

First of all it is our distinct honor to be your Chairs this year and help you navigate the tricky diplomatic
waters of our topic. Our names are Konstantin Sattler and Sofia Sampaio Pepe, both of us have
previous experience at different levels of the MUN experience. We both believe it is an incredible
opportunity to meet new people and expand your intellectual horizon on different topics, through
different perspectives. We are looking forward to these three days of debate, discussion and your
ability to problem-solve once crisis hits.

To fully immerse yourself in a topic can be difficult, especially thinking as a countries representative,
so we decided to choose a topic which is not only in need of much discussion between nations but
also close to your everyday life. In your sessions you will need to discuss “Establishing Preparedness
Protocols for Epidemics and Pandemics.'' This will require you to completely understand your
countries diplomatic position, its allies and enemies, but also its capabilities considering your
economic situation and willingness to interact with different nations. You will have the opportunity to
evaluate and reshape the current protocols in place to deal with Pandemics, according to your
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countries interests and dra� new kinds of protocols with Ideas big politicians would have never
thought of.

We wish you all the best in preparing yourselves for this year's World Health Organization, and we look
forward to what you can come up with.

If there are any doubts, questions, or you just want to get in touch with us please don't hesitate to
send us an email.

Kind regards,

Konstantin Sattler
Chair of the WHO
konstantin.sattler@aluno.humboldt.com.br
+55 11 9 9459-6328

Sofia Sampaio Pepe
Chair of the WHO
sofia.pepe@aluno.humboldt.com.br
+55 11 9 4817-4937
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2. History of the World Health
Organisation

The World Health Organization was signed in to existence on April 7th 1948. The 7th of April is today
known as world health day and is celebrated around the world. It is headquartered in Geneva,
Switzerland with six semi-autonomous regional offices and more than 150 field offices around the
world. Its main mission is “the attainment by all people of the highest possible level of health. The
World Health Organization’s mandate includes:

advocating for universal healthcare

monitoring public health risks

coordinating responses to health emergencies

promoting human health and well-being

The WHO provides technological assistants to countries that need it, it sets international health
standards and guidelines, and it collects data on global health issues through the Global Health
Survey. Through the World Health Report the WHO gives expert opinions, information and advice on
health situations in every nation.

Throughout its existence the WHO has played an important role in the eradication of smallpox, the
near extinction of polio and the creation of an Ebola vaccine. At the present time it is playing a crucial
role in the distribution of Covid-19 vaccines to poorer countries.

Any country that is in the United Nations is eligible for membership in the WHO. A country must only
ratify the WHO constitution and a�er their submission is confirmed by a vote of the World Health
Assembly, they themselves become part of the World Health Assembly. The WHO budget for the year
2020 - 2021 was more than 7.2billon of which most of it comes from voluntary contributions from its
members.

@HUMUNITED2021



6

3. Introduction to the Topic

The topic of this year’s World Health Organization is going to be: “Establishing Preparedness Protocols
for Epidemics and Pandemics.”

The WHO committee cares for public health and nowadays this specific topic it’s quite delicate.
Representing the countries, the delegates have the duty to come up with an updated set of
agreements and protocols which secure the health of all nations.

This topic is future oriented as we are in the midst of a pandemic right now we have seen how ill
prepared countries were and how long it took or still takes for countries to react and recover.

Therefore, the main aspect of this topic is for this council to come up with a solution on how to deal
with future pandemics. That includes vaccine research and production but also directly looking at
prevention of a Pandemic and the containment of said virus. As delegates, you will need to draw back
on what your country has learned during this pandemic and how it will help in the future. The research
should not only be focused on future pandemics but also the protocols that were violated or ignored
during the spread of the last pandemics, which led us to the situation we find ourselves today,
therefore the debate should discuss the implementation of these protocols as well as the
consequences for the countries who choose to ignore them, and willingly put the population at risk.

3.1. Historical Information

Currently, people all over the world have been affected by coronavirus disease (COVID-19), which is the
fi�h pandemic a�er the 1918 flu pandemic. Coronaviruses are common among some animal species
such as camels and cattle however it is quite rare to spread it among humans, it is believed that this
new coronavirus came from bats or pangolins.

It is quite unclear how human came in contact with the coronavirus although scientists and reporters
have traced the lines of the first cases back to a small seafood market in Wuhan, the market sold many
species of animals, so it may have been from there where humans came to be in contact with the
virus. The virus was identified in Wuhan, China and was declared a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern by the WHO and later on declared a pandemic.

The countries started to respond to the spread of the coronavirus. In Europe many countries in the
Schengen restricted the free contact and put up borders, quarantines were implemented to
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reorganize, regroup, rebalance resources, and protect health workers who are exhausted. By April 2020
about 4 billion people were under some type of lockdown. Followed by these quarantines,
international laws were implemented to contain the spread of the virus, laws such as travel
restrictions, evacuation of foreign citizens, besides the response measures to the COVID-19 stated by
the WHO.

The coronavirus pandemic caused severe impacts across the globe, the main one being public health,
although it is not restricted to it. The pandemic has severely impacted:

● economics due to the freezing of the economy on the account of the implementation of
quarantines. The impacts were also caused by the sudden and long interruption of tourism all
around the world, with the travel bans and closing of public places. The pandemic had a +300
Billion dollars impact on the supply chain and could take up to two years to be restored. The
London Eye estimated that the coronavirus pandemic will go down in history as the costliest
disaster  ever in human history.

● Culture due to the closure of cultural content, such as museums, libraries, performance
avenues besides many other cultural institutions which had their events cancelled or
postponed.

● Politics, which most changes were caused by the suspension of legislative activities, the
isolation and deaths of many politicians. There were also many protests disapproving the way
many countries governments dealt with the pandemic.

● agriculture and food systems were disrupted worldwide due to the pandemic. The pandemic
hit at a time when hunger was rising once again and the financial freeze due to the pandemic
made the situation worse, adding more than 132 million people with hunger to the already
high number.

● Education was severely impacted globally considering the sudden transition to online
education in 80 countries, which implemented closure nationwide or local. Approximately
1.077 billion learners are currently affected due to school closures in response to the
pandemic. The consequences of the switch to online schooling don’t stick to families,
teachers and students but also have far-reaching economic and societal consequences,
although the switch might look like it has affected all students the impact has been way more
severe for disadvantaged students and families. The moral impact was also huge, around 63%
of students claimed that their mental health had been worsened as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic.

● discrimination and prejudice have increased during the pandemic, specially towards people
of Chinese and East Asian descent.

all that besides other health issues.
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3.2. Current Impediment - Covid-19

3.2.1. Timeline

The outbreak of the new coronavirus took place in Wuhan City, China, where were reported the firsts
cases of some respiratory disease, diagnosed as pneumonia, since December 2019. A study in later
December revealed that the disease was in fact caused by a novel virus, which later on was discovered
to be the seventh member of the coronavirus family to infect humans and was termed by the World
Health Organization (WHO) as COVID-19 on 12 January 2020.

At the end of January China’s CDC announces the coronavirus is categorized as a Class B contagious
virus but will follow Class A protocols and measures to keep control of the virus. That same month
China confirmed the human-to-human transmission of the virus and by the end of February many
countries in Europe, America, Australia and mostly Asia had had confirmed cases. In four months
coronavirus had spread across the whole globe and started to be considered a global threat. The
Trump administration suspended the entry into the United States by any foreign nationals who had
been in China in the past two weeks.

Many countries started shutting down the borders and avoiding contact with foreigners. A�er the
closing of the borders the countries started to implement lockdowns, which led to economic crisis and
unemployment, forcing the biggest economies in the world to enter recessions. Several world leaders,
including President Donald J. Trump and Prime Minister Boris Johnson of Britain, contracted the virus
during the uphill battle to mitigate its spread within their borders, proving even the most powerful
could fall to the virus’ grip. In August 2020 the deaths worldwide surpassed 800,000 nowadays
reaching the mark of 3 million deaths.

In December 2020 the firsts vaccines were approved and sold worldwide, many countries are going
back to their normal lives.

3.3. Topics to focus on

During the discussion we as chairs suggest for you to focus on the following aspects or at least
consider them when creating the agenda:

Control Structure

Members of Future aid Programmes

Funding of said relieve Programm
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Time Frame

Reaction Time of the Program

Difference between 1st World countries and 3rd World countries

Risk factors for a new pandemic

3.4. Overview of individual Countries Position

3.4.1. United States of America

The United States of America has numerous newly outward focused policies. It has rejoined the WHO
a�er the Trump administration le� last year. A�er rejoining the United States has pledged to donate
various le�over vaccines to existing programs of distributing vaccines to poorer countries who cannot
afford to buy them for themselves. As of this year it has also resumed its financial donations to fund
diverse projects of the WHO. The United States a�er rejoining has proven to be a valuable partner in
fighting different health issues and pushing for more resolutions to be passed. It seeks to cooperate
with as many of its allies as possible but also if needed with usual adversaries.

3.4.2. Federal Republic of Germany

Germany is a federal State which is heavily decentralized. Internally there are many responses to the
Covid-19 pandemic. Germany is greatly interested in European cooperation but is also looking outside
the European Union. Great effort is placed upon making vaccines available to poorer countries and
countries that have dire need for them. Vaccination in Germany itself is slow but steadily gaining pace.
What Germany is now mostly concerned with is the future. It believes greatly in future programs to
help prevent pandemics and quickly react to pandemics that cannot be prevented. The Robert Koch
institute in Germany is one of the leading scientific research facilities in the world together with
Germany's strong chemical industry it is able to quickly research and produce vaccines of different
kinds.
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3.4.3. United Kingdom

At the moment the United Kingdom has a rigorous five-step plan for pandemic response.
Internationally there is not much cooperation from the United Kingdom. Their 5-step plan looks as
follows:

contain: detect early cases, follow up close contacts, and prevent the disease taking hold in
this country for as long as is reasonably possible.

delay: slow the spread in this country, if it does take hold, lowering the peak impact and
pushing it away from the winter season.

research: better understand the virus and the actions that will lessen its effect on the UK
population; innovate responses including diagnostics, drugs and vaccines; use the evidence
to inform the development of the most effective models of care.

mitigate: provide the best care possible for people who become ill, support hospitals to
maintain essential services and ensure ongoing support for people ill in the community to
minimize the overall impact of the disease on society, public services and on the economy.

3.4.4. France

France just like the United Kingdom has a set plan in time of pandemics and epidemics. Although it
has just three steps, it is more adaptable to different situations. In partnership with the European
Union it has also started to help distribute vaccines to poorer countries and within the European
Union. Although just like most countries no international step has yet been taken. Frances plan goes
as follows:

Response management:

Better consideration of territorial and local services response management to be considered.
Guidelines are being developed for vaccination campaigns, organization at the local level, and
medicines storage and delivery definition. Response plans should allow decision makers to
take measures proportional to each particular threat, allowing for grading of the measures
taken;  specific forms aimed for decision makers have been developed with this purpose.

Response capabilities:

The development of response capabilities should be based as much as possible on existing
human and material resources. This requires major changes to legal texts to allow for the
inclusion of public health workers.
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Communication:

Major improvements are envisaged in the way general practitioners are communicated with
and involved in the whole communication process in order to facilitate the communication
with the public and the flow of medical information to the public.

3.4.5. People's Republic of China

Throughout this pandemic, the People's Republic of China has handled the outbreak exceptionally.
Through its authoritarian regime, it has imposed strict lockdown measures and travel restrictions for
anyone entering the country. It has also been very helpful in exporting its own vaccine to countries
who cannot afford the more expensive American, German or British vaccines. Although its vaccines
have been plagued with misinformation on its effectiveness. Yet it has helped save countless lives and
vaccinate much of the underdeveloped world. Internationally the People's Republic of China has o�en
agreed to cooperation with different nations around the globe, first with production of masks and
then with their vaccines.
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4. Material for further Research

https://www.who.int/news/item/27-04-2020-who-timeline---covid-19

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_the_COVID-19_pandemic

https://www.who.int

https://www.who.int/influenza/preparedness/pandemic/en/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-pandemic-preparedness/uk-pandemic-pre
paredness

https://www.rki.de/EN/Content/infections/epidemiology/inf_dis_Germany/influenza/influen
za_germany/Report_Influenza.html

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/french-influenza-pandemic-preparedness-and-
response-plan
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5. Guiding Questions

Why do we need future preparedness programs?

What has to be part of such programs?

Is it just focused on precautions?

To what degree does your country intend to help?

To what extent can your country help?

Are there any political alliances your country is not willing to enter?

What will future pandemic/ epidemics look like?
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