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A welcome message by the Secretary General and PGA

 

 
Honorable delegates, 

 

Welcome everyone to the first edition of HUMUNITED ONLINE! We are thrilled to have              

you participating in your respective councils in order to discuss such a pressing issue in our                

current society, and are very thankful for your dedication and willingness to partake in a               

conference as special as this one. 

We had hoped to see you all in person at this years HUMUNITED, however, we had to adjust                  

and adapt to our current situation and, as the famous scientist Charles Darwin said: “It is not                 

the strongest or the most intelligent who will survive, but those who can best manage               

change.” And, as we all know, when the music changes, so does the dance. Hence, we put our                  

best efforts into making this event possible and are hopeful that our goal was achieved. 

Taking part in MUN conferences has allowed us to enlighten ourselves in many ways that are                

indescribable, and we are honored to provide all these feelings and experiences for you!              

Thus, we welcome you to your councils’ Background Guide, knowing how much thought             

your chairs put into doing their best for you to have more ways to deepen your knowledge in                  

this specific topic.  

We wholeheartedly believe that HUMUNITED brings such knowledge to those who           

participate in it and, therefore, we urge you to enjoy every second of it and truly make the                  

most of your time debating, researching, and allowing yourself to get to know a different               

perspective on the topic, as well as learning from those who are in your council. Getting to                 

have such an experience is truly something that changes your viewpoint on many subjects              

and that you hopefully keep seeking knowledge and change because it is honestly essential to               

humankind.  

 

Yours truly,  

Thomás Danelon 

Secretary General 

Isabella Mazanati 

President of the General Assembly 
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Chairs greetings

 

Topic: The ethical issues of material and human resources allocation during the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

Honorable Delegates,  

 

It is our distinct pleasure to welcome each and every one of you to the first edition of                  

the online Mini-HUMUNITED conference and the United Nations Human Rights Council.           

Being part of this committee is both a crucial and challenging step towards understanding the               

current international Coronavirus situation, especially when it comes to the ethical issues of a              

pandemic. We often don’t even realize that a pandemic like COVID-19 can affect human              

rights as intensively as it does the health system. That being said, we are looking forward to                 

having one awesome and productive one-day debate experience, even though the           

circumstances are not ideal at the moment. But first, let us introduce ourselves: 

My name is Flora Herrmann and I am delighted to be your chair in this wonderful                

council. This is my first time being a Chair and I am exceedingly excited to join you                 

throughout this MUN. As citizens, it is our duty to debate about significant and current               

topics, especially when it comes to wanting to build a better world. In order to do so, we must                   

talk, debate, and spread knowledge. I wish you all a fabulous and productive research and               

debate. Good luck! 

My name is André Bassin and I’m thrilled about this MUN since it is my first time as                  

a chair! This type of conference may seem to you like just a bunch of kids in fancy clothes,                   

but it is so much more than just that. MUN has influenced me in so many positive ways -                   

from developing better debating skills to meeting friends overseas. Every conference is            

somehow unique and I hope that you have the best experience here with us! I’ve been a                 

delegate four times and I honestly can’t wait to chair the discussion that you, as delegates, are                 

going to have.  

Overall, we hope that you guys come prepared to discuss such an important topic as               

ours and also excited to add more to your MUN experience. Don’t forget to read the                
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Handbook and also our Background Guide properly, since this version of the conference will              

be a little bit different regarding the procedures. An Opening Speech from each delegation is               

expected, but a Position Paper will not be necessary. If you have any doubts at all, don’t                 

hesitate to contact us! We will make sure to properly and fully help you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Flora Herrmann 

Chair of the Human Rights Councils 

flora.herrmann@aluno.humboldt.com.br 

André Bassin 

Chair of the Human Rights Councils 

andre.pagotto@aluno.humboldt.com.br 
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About the council 

Human Rights Council
 

The United Nations Human Rights Council was created with the mission to promote             

and protect human rights of people all around the world. The HRC was established in 2006 to                 

replace the UN Commission on Human Rights. Nowadays, the council has 47 members that              

address important themes regarding human rights issues three times a year regularly, or more,              

when needed. The headquarters of UNHRC is in Geneva, Switzerland and the president is              

Elizabeth Tichy-Fisslberger. 

 

 

Introduction to the Topic and Ongoing Situation

 

 
 

The ongoing pandemic is not only influencing us negatively regarding internal and            

mental conflicts, but we are also facing the lack of crucial resources for the treatment of the                 

infected population, such as doctors, nurses, and medical equipment. 

Hospital beds are being pleaded by hundreds of sick people in need of urgent              

treatment and it is no secret that health systems are having a hard time coping with the                 

demand of places to lay patients. 

Involving ethics and morality, the issue of the rightful and fair allocation of both              

human and material resources involves a difficult and controversial confrontation. However,           

it is considerable and important to debate about how to distribute such limited resources to               

the patients infected with the new coronavirus, since the demands increase day after day.  
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Besides, the discussion of the criteria to decide the groups with treatment priorities             

during the new coronavirus pandemic and its consequences in society must be analyzed in              

order to reach a conclusion on the allocation of human and material resources. In addition, a                

more in-depth analysis of the sociocultural issues will be expected, taking into account the              

consequences of the scarce and limited resources in impoverished communities and societies            

of your country, as well as the issue of the possible discrimination from groups that do not                 

benefit from the allocation of resources. Finally, we hope that you defend the opinions from               

the country that you’re representing in a clear and objective way, aiming at conclusions and               

ways of dealing with the distribution of limited resources in overcrowded hospitals. 

 

Guiding questions:

 

1. How is your country dealing with COVID-19 regarding social and health aspects? 

2. What criteria should be analyzed when deciding the distribution of limited human and              

material resources at hospitals? 

3. What consequences can such evaluation bring to disadvantaged social groups, according to             

the results of the criteria? 

4. Can the prioritization of more urgent treatment to a certain group of people be considered                

discrimination? 

5. To what extent can the allocation of resources be considered ethical? How does that impact                

the morality of our society? 

6. How is COVID-19 influencing impoverished communities/underdeveloped countries? 

 

Further reading:

 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsb2005114 

http://sobedrj.com.br/novo/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/coronavirus-etica-Mannelli.pdf 
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https://orthospinenews.com/2020/03/23/coronavirus-outbreak-how-can-providers-allocate-res

ources-fairly/ 

https://theconversation.com/how-coronavirus-is-threatening-the-equal-access-principle-at-the

-core-of-the-nhs-137735 

https://coronavirusexplained.ukri.org/en/article/pub0007/ 

https://journal.einstein.br/wp-content/uploads/articles_xml/2317-6385-eins-18-eAE5775/231

7-6385-eins-18-eAE5775.x57660.pdf 

https://pesquisa.bvsalud.org/controlecancer/resource/pt/mdl-32269177 

https://www.who.int/ethics/publications/ethics-covid-19-resource-allocation.pdf?ua=1 

https://www.bcg.com/pt-br/publications/2020/people-solutions-response-covid.aspx 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/04/20/covid-19-decision-makers-need-to-get-

priorities-right.html 

https://www.esmo.org/guidelines/cancer-patient-management-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/

supportive-care-in-the-covid-19-era 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_by_country_and_territory 

https://nacoesunidas.org/direitoshumanos/textos-explicativos/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx 

 

Also, don’t forget to be aware of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, respecting all               

the articles are of utter importance and any disrespect will not be tolerated. Here’s a link                

where you can read the declaration: 

https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 

 

For first-timers:

 

A website that has always been helpful on MUN conferences is  

https://bestdelegate.com/, there you can find tips on how to make an opening speech, how to               

do the right research, and much more! 
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